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 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1The new year has begun and even with the weather doing what it’s supposed to do in the winter time, we have still seen some lead down-range at the club.  Some members are taking advantage of the break between the seasons to sight in rifles, practice a little pistol, enjoy the Quonset hut and the IDPA folks had their annual Winter Pistol Frolic in January.

The December meeting & awards ceremony was well attended and as the saying goes, “A good time was had by all.”  

Good news!  Some of the flood damage on the grounds has been repaired.  There is more to do, but some of the major grading has started and thanks to Charles Harmon the large hole just inside the gate was one of the repairs.  The gate is back up, too and the lock is back in operation.  More details are noted in the minutes from the January meeting.

The new club officers are listed on the last page of this letter and the discipline directors for 2004 are listed, too for your information.  Come out and try something new this year!  Or come out and watch to see what those folks are all excited about!  Never know, you might like it!  Our club is blessed with a variety of disciplines and interests and we need to get involved and support each other and our club.

The March newsletter will contain the new gate code and will be sent to everyone who has paid their dues for 2004.  The newsletter that is posted on the website will NOT contain the gate code, but a separate email will be sent to anyone on the email list who has renewed.  

The online newsletter is also in a new format this year (pdf) which should help with the printing problems some folks have had.  If your computer does not have the Acrobat reader, a link is provided for the free download.
Discipline Directors
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NRA High Power Rifle
Joe West

828-313-9818

bjwest@charter.net

IDPA Defensive Pistol
Gary Hoyle, Director

[image: image3.wmf]828-963-6307

gary@wgc-idpa.org

Tom Bennett, Asst. Dir.

828-297-1916

tom@wgc-idpa.org

Trap Program (ATA)
Morgan Shaw

[image: image4.wmf]828-297-6936

mlshaw40@aol.com

Tom Pitts

828-264-1578

top@apptechnc.net

Schutzen Verein

Michael Testerman

828-297-1897

teststairway@skybest.com

Discipline schedules have been set for IDPA and ATA Trap but we’re still waiting in the official dates for the NRA High Power Rifle matches.

IDPA will have something going on every third Saturday from January until October.  Also, the NC State IDPA Championship match will be held in September. 

ATA Trap matches are scheduled for:

April 3


May 1 & 2
May 30

July 3 & 4

August 7-9


September 4 & 4
October 2 & 3

November 6

The range is closed for all sanctioned events.

Watauga Gun Club
Meeting Minutes; January 8, 2004

Meeting called to order at 7:00 pm by the president


No guests were present.  One new applicant for membership was recognized, Michael Toler.  Members for their second meeting were voted on and accepted unanimously. Motion made by VP Dave Richardson and seconded by Walter McCracken. The new members are Dempsey Allgood, John Cutcliffe, and, not present, John Palmer and Glenn Herold .


There were no minutes from the previous meeting but Tom reminded everyone that a unanimous vote at the Christmas dinner allowed the Executive Committee to take action to repair club damages caused by the flood at a cost that could exceed $300.00.  


Treasurer’s Report: Benjie Green gave a summary of the year end expenses including that we have about 4 year’s left on the land payment. 

Officers Reports:


President – At the Executive Committee Meeting there was approved a $1000.00 ceiling for the club flood repairs.  Doc Harmon had also come out and filled the hole at the entrance to allow traffic to enter.  Discussion also was to encourage others while they are out here to put rocks in the washed out areas. 


Chief Instructor – Contact Ricky Oakes at 297-2238 or oakesrl@appstate.edu for handgun shooting and instruction.  Includes drawing practice and target acquisition.


Range Officer – Monthly shooting matches have begun and everyone is reminded that no other shooting is allowed during sanctioned events without permission of the director in charge of that discipline.  

Wayne also made note to the club that Tom Bennett had come out after the flood and cleaned out the Club House.  And Tom Bennett gave recognition to Tom Pitts who came out and cleaned out the tractor shed and trap houses.  Also that Tom Pitts had put the Club’s name on a list for Federal funds that may allow us to be reimbursed for damages caused by the flood.


Publicity Officer – Working on a one-list effort for the Newsletter so there is less confusion and no one gets lost in the system.  There has been a major response to the work card, several who did not put in hours paid their $50.00.

Also, a reminder was made to take targets off of the range when you are finished shooting.  Also, when law enforcement is here training, other parts of the range are still open although it would be a courtesy to ask if shooting where you want to shoot would be okay with them.

Discipline Reports:


IDPA: We were pleased with a lot of club help during our State Match, thanks.  In February there will be a Safety Officer class, in March a carbine class, and in April a classifier.  The Annual Pistol Frolic will be held the third Saturday of  January.  This year’s Pistol Frolic’s proceeds are going to benefit Jenner Johnson’s daughter’s college fund.  Jenner was very active member of IDPA and was taken from us and his family suddenly as a young man.


ATA: September, October, and November there were 36,500 targets shot not including the extra birds shot with Randy’s work.  Dates set for Trap include April 3rd being the first club shoot.  There are openings for sponsors and anyone is welcome to come shoot.  Trap houses 3 and 4 got flooded badly but the motors are insulated and the computers did not go under but all still need to be tested to give a better appraisal of the conditions.

Old Business:

Awards not given at the Christmas Dinner are in the Club House, no one was here to receive those tonight.

New Business:


Reminder that this is a new year and membership fees are due by February 1, 2004.


Benjie Greene – Has prepared bills for the Law Enforcement Agencies and they have been mailed.


Morgan Shaw – Received a check for Reggie’s dues only and Tom Redmond is paying his own.


Gary Hoyle – Gary and Sandy have received NRA and NC Concealed Carry-Handgun training certification.  NRA programs include Basic NRA Pistol and Refuse To Be A Victim, a personal protection program.  Gary says the club will receive $10.00 for each student that is taught at the club facilities.  


More NRA involvement gives us opportunities for NRA support in the way of grants and other programs.  Classes will be taught the second weekend of the month and will not interfere with the open range policy.


Morgan Shaw – Reggie McCleary, Lewis Winkler and possibly others are handicapped to the point of making it unable for them to do the 5 hours work.  This was discussed and motion by Wayne Green was seconded by Walter McCracken to have a “Moratorium on collecting from Handicapped members” pending a recommendation from the Executive Committee.  Also to consider Special or Extenuating Circumstances.


Morgan – Carson has been going around the neighborhood again with a petition and intimidating residents nearby.  Also has told at least one neighbor she cannot use the drive that goes up to our gate (which is the power company’s right-of-way) for her walking exercise.  Morgan will be talking with her again.


Dave Richardson – Motion to allow a Benchrest Shoot was seconded by Walter McCracken and passed unanimously for May 29, 2004.


Morgan Shaw – Be careful when sending your firearms for repair.  UPS refused to pay insurance claims for a lost gun.

Meeting Adjourned at 8:10 pm

Respectfully submitted by – Thomas Bennett
REMEMBERING OUR OWN:

Every so often a good deal comes along.  

I don’t really know how this story started.  I first met Jason Vance at the gun club.  He was a guest of Wayne Green.  Jason was a college student who was dating Wayne’s daughter and also happened to be an avid shooter.  He joined the WGC and shot everything.  This was possible because Wayne has about any kind of gun anyone would like to shoot.  Soon he and Wayne were shooting the club matches, trap practice and the IDPA.


Jason is young, fit, good eyes and he shoots very well.  He was WGC Shooter of the Year in 2003.  But don’t forget April.  She was part of this story before there was a story.  And in December they got married.  What a deal!  Jason has a beautiful new wife with Wayne for a father-in-law.  Well, you get the picture!


This is not the end of the story.  Jason joined the National Guard in September 2003, finished his basic training in December and has gone back for more training before being shipped out to the war.


So, we ask you to remember April and Jason Vance and Wayne and Anna Green as they go through this next chapter in their lives.


Best to you.  Gary Hoyle

====================================
RANGE OFFICER'S REPORT
Results for the January .22 Revolver Match:

1.  Charles Harmon   
87 - 1x

2.  Henry Glenn
86 - 1x

3.  Sandy Hoyle
83 - 2x

4.  Gary Hoyle

81

5.  Ben Bosworth
79

6.  Robert Niemi
75

7.  Morgan Shaw
71

8.  Wayne Green
64

9.  Tom Bennett
60

10. Ted Greene
57

11. James Henson
40

Youth Division

1.  Matthew Horney    81 - 1x 

2.  Chris Shaw
23

(Both Jacob Greer and Hunter Greer shot excellent scores using a semi-automatic from a rest)

The February Match will be .22 target pistol.  Any .22 rimfire pistol may be used.  Non-magnifying optical sights may be used.  The course of fire is 10 shots in ten minutes, slow fire; and two strings of five shots in 10 seconds, rapid fire.  The timed fire segment will not be fired to speed things up.  Shooters must use the formal one hand bulls eye firing position.  A five-minute sight in period will be allowed.

300-YARD HIGH SCORE BENCHREST MATCH
I would like to remind everyone that the last Saturday in May, the 29th, will be the date of a 300 yard high score bench rest match.  This is like the 100-yard hunter's benchrest match we shoot for a club match.  There will be two divisions.  One is for light rifle benchrest guns.  The other is for factory rifles.  This match was a lot of fun last year.  If you still have your light rifle from the old benchrest days here at the club, this is a good time to blow the rust out of the barrel.  It is also an excellent time to see what you can do with your varmint or long range hunting rifles in the factory division.  I believe the entry fee will be $15.00 for one gun or $25.00 for both.  Contact Marvin Gragg (295-9965) or Dave Richardson (336-372-5873) for more information.

Humphrey Hayes is going to step down from running the NRA High-Power matches.  The new match director will be Joe West.  Many thanks are due Humphrey for the excellent job he has done.  Also thanks are due to Joe for taking on the responsibility for match director of this discipline.  

This gives me a chance to get on my soapbox to bring attention to the other disciple directors and the hard work they do.  Tom Pitts, Morgan Shaw, and Randy Jones run the best trap program in the state.  (In my humble opinion.  I am not really interested in yours, if you disagree.)  The same can be said for Gary Hoyle, Tom Bennett, and Sandy Hoyle (a.k.a. "The Denmother") for the I.D.P.A. discipline.  

Most of us put in our five hours of work on the club and feel pretty good about ourselves.  If you multiply that five hours by about 100, you might approach the time each of these people put in to make the club better by the work they do.  They probably get a warm feeling about what they do too.  Unfortunately this is sort of like wetting your pants in a dark suit.  A warm feeling, but nobody notices.  

Thanks guys.

By: Wayne Green
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President



Vice-President



Treasurer




Thomas Bennett


Dave Richardson


George Eller


Zionville, NC



Sparta, NC



West Jefferson, NC


828-297-1916



336-372-5873



336-877-8457


bennetttm@appstate.edu

dw_richardson@hotmail.com

georgeeller@ipass.net


Secretary



Range Officer



Chief Instructor

Ed Roberts



Wayne Green



Rick Oakes


Deep Gap, NC



Vilas, NC



Sugar Grove, NC


828-262-3286



828-963-5086



828-297-2238


edroberts@appstate.net 

wayne@wgc-idpa.org


oakesrl@appstate.edu


Publicity Officer







Mailing Address

Gary Hoyle
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828-264-6539
  [image: image1.jpg]




NITRO EXPRESS


PO Box 3284


Boone, NC  28607







